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March 19, 1991 


Dear Jim, 


Thank you so much for the latest information, There are Several 
very interesting items that motivate me to do further research. I hope 
sometime to find out if Rubin, Henry, and Columbus Bishop were related to 
my John Bishop . My grandfather is sometimes listed as John G., and other | 
times as Green. His full name according to family Bible is John Greenberry 
Bishop. It is interesting to see who was living at home at various times, 


My family has always been very close to the Wagners. In fact, I 
usually stay with Joel and Claire when visiting Marion. Enclosed is a 
diagram showing relationships. 


You enclosed an excerpt about a Bishop from abstracts of Fairfield 
County, South Carolina. If that book is still available to you and if 
it is convenient, would you please check on the Harmons? Dr. Stephen 
Harmon's grandfather, Stephen Harmon, was in Chester County in 1800 and 
in Fairfield District in 1810. There were a number of Stephen Harmons, 
but this appears to be ours since there is a record of the marriage of 
one of his children being witnessed by Burwell (Burrell) Harmon who was 
also his child (uncle of Dr. Stephen Harmon). I suspect that these 
Harmons were in North Carolina earlier and moved to South Carolina prior 
to 1800, but have been unable to make connections to those in North 
Carolina whose given names are similiar. I have been wanting to order 
Fairfield County records on microfilm through the Mormon Church Library, 
but an upcoming wedding in the family (our son) has curtailed my activites 


along this line, 
I do appreciate all of the information you send. 


Sincerely, 
سارت‎ 
A Máilande 
۳ oh 


PC93.322 


A. Bishop marri Martha welch 1832- 1914‏ د 
To E n asd Mary Waals Bishop daughter af warren Welch and Martha. Gray welcl .‏ 
died 1853‏ 1780-1841 
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no children, | Amy Lynn | | Lydia | Mark Long | 


111 Overbrook 
Goldsboro, North Carolina 27534 
Januray 28, 1991 


Dear Jim, 


Thank you so much for the last material you sent. All of those you 
checked on the cemetery records are close relatives ~ parents, grand- 
parents, great grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc. Also, Maggie L. Kinard 
is my maternal grandmother. Buried beside her is my grandfather Eddie 
M. (Martin) Kinard who is not listed. However, he is listed in the 
Kinard book I gave to the Archives and anyone seeking information would “,م‎ 
most likely refer to this book. Also, I am their only descendant, (lu my 4 


Thank you for the dates on George Bishop and wife. He was a son of 
Albert A. Bishop and Martha Welch Bishop, and grandson of the John Bishop 
whose second martiage was to James McRae's widow. Two of Uncle George's 
daughters still live in Meridian - Mary Alice Boswell and Mattie Shank, 
who is an aunt by marriage of Jack Shank. I am probably telling you 
more than you want to know! 


I can remember my Dad: saying that two Bishop brothers came into 
Lauderdale county and one settled near Lauderdale and the other near 
Marion. I do not know the mame of the Lauderdale one, but assume he was 
a brother of the John we have been discussing. At one time there were 
a number of Bishops in the Lauderdale area, but I have never been acquaint- 
ed with them. It would be interesting to know the name of this brother. 

I am wondering if some of them might have early Bishop history that I 
don't have. If you are ever in contact with any of them, would you please 


inquire? 


Again, let me express my appreciation for the work you are doing in 
the area of microfilming and abstracting records. 


Sincerely, 


fee — 


Mailande 


November 25. 1990 
111 Overbrook 
Goldsboro, North Carolina 


27534 


Dear Jim, 


Forgive me for waiting so long to thank you for the very interesting 
information you sent. Between helping my next door neighbor get ready 
for her daughter's wedding and all of our children coming home for this 
event and part of them returning for Thanksgiving, I haven't had a minute 


to do anything else. 


I enjoyed looking over the minutes of the Whynot Methodist Church, 
and am especially pleased to have the map of the Whynot area showing 
locations of Hunters and Dr. Harmon. 


My cousin, Joan Travis McLean, has the original photograph of Dr. 
Stephen Harmon. It is very faded, but if you are interested in copying 
it, I believe she would lend it to you. Her address is: Mrs, Walter 
McLean, 991 Colonial Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806. 


I greatly appreciate your offer to send any information on the Bishops 
that you happen to run across, The John Bishop from Marion who moved 
to Whynot was my great-great grandfather. He was born in Edgefield District, 
South Carolina in 1799 and moved with his father, John Bishop, to Wayne 
County Mississippi in 1818. He married Mary Woods and lived in Hinds 
County for a few years before moving to Lauderdale County. I knew that 
his second marriage was to the "Widow Mc Rae", and that he moved from the 
homeplace, but I did not know that it was Whynot. He is the father of 
Albert A. Bishop (my great grandfather), who married Martha Welch, and as 
you know, they are pictured in "Paths to the Past". I had wondered where 
he is buried, and it is probably in the Whynot area. You ‘gave me additional 
information by giving his middle initial, G. My grandfather: was John 
Gnénberry Bishop, and I had wondered if the Greenberry had come from his 
grandfather. Apparently, it did. Research on the early Bishops is 
difficult because there were so many of them. An unbelievable number 
were named John. In fact, I have five ancestors named John Bishop. Two 
of them are by way of the Asa Bishop line, both his father and grandfather. 
There was a John Bishop in Jamestwon in 1625, There were several here 
in eastern Carolina in eighteenth century. I do have some information on 
Asa, including a copy of his will. His daughter Elizabeth married her 
first cousin once removed, Abisha Nelson, and they were the parents of Dr. 
Harmon's mother, Miriam. Miriam and John Harmon are buried in Marion. 


I am flattered that you ask me to write up the Hunter information. 
However, I believe it would be better for a descendant of Libbeus to do 
this. Å. D. Hunter? He could use the information I sent and would surely 
be able to update and add bits of information that I am unaware of. My 
Hunter line is Marion related and I have not yet established proof of a 
connection to the Whynot settlers. However, I believe it is so. My 
Hunter history goes back to John Hunter in Chatham County, North Carolina. 
The last time I went to the Archives in Raleigh, I found a will that 


indicated his father was Elisha Hunter. On the chart I sent you will see 
that Isaac Hunter had a son named Elisha. Another source states that 
there was an Elisha, Jr., also. If I can prove that this Elisha, Jr. 
moved to Chatham County, I will have it. Another member of this family 
did move to an adjacent county and is a well known figure in their 
history. 


You are doing a great service by microfilming the old records. I 
have been able to order Alabama county records on microfilm through the 
Mormon Church Library here. They have been helpful in my work on the 
Harmon line. Dr. Harmon's grandfather was Stephen Harmon who lived in 
St. Claire County, Alabama, but I have been unable to learn who he married, 
I need to order South Carolina records next. I got sidetracked by an 
interest in the Hunter line, I received the notes of a deceased cousin 
who had done some work on this line. 


Sincerely, 
Med 


Mailande Bishop Sehrum 


Many thanks again. 


7:9) 


A bd H م و‎ m Cert a BR debt ge PS Yann ce f. Hern 


/ 


"Lu Pore ak رلك‎ Nam. مس‎ do Whe fama PS Ant Teme, 
By way و‎ tere Jal J fred yht شللا‎ me duet Lind F7 


dios سف‎ j Herge Mettler يت اكد اله ل اسرد‎ Jo Rene! he 
رج‎ thus g سقلا‎ wok jo ame Arr well Y HA merd, © 


September 3, 1987 


Dear Dot, 
I apologize for taking so long to get this material together. It seems 


that there are always so many interruptions when you are trying to get 
something done. There wil! be a few more pictures later. Sidney needs to 
do some more photographing of the pictures of grandchildren of Albert and 
Martha Bishop. I am wondering 4f we should continue this and have pages for 
the great grandchildren (ow generation). Do you have a photograph of your 
grandmother Almedia? I have a picture that I believe is one of the "Bishop 
girls" but I'm not sure which one. I am going to get Sidney to photograph 
that one and send it to you. If you have one of your grandmother you can 
compare. Anyway, I would like to update the Bishop history. Will you please 
send me information about your family. I will compile in diagram form, 
similiar to the Welch outline, as soon as I hear dk everyone, I will be 
happy to send you a copy then. ( I am not suret 1 of Almedia'ts children 
I have assembled this material for my children by using plastic protectors 
that fit into a notebook or album. After going to eight different stores, I=- 
found some lightweight inexpensive ones (eighteen cents each) and have enclosed 
a sample, in case you like the idea. Where it was possible to get a half-way 
I have included those for two reasons: 
such as those I am sending is fifty to seventy 
n the business. It may be that the images from 
I don(t know. Second, if you wish to use the. 
y of them, there will still be the:same . 


First, the life of photographs 
five years according to those i 
the copiers will last longer. 
pictures in another album or frame an 
information with the notes. 


onal photographer told me that the reproductions they make of: 
11 last one hundred to one hundred twenty five years, They 
hat Sidney made and make an eight by ten or smaller... _ 
411 start from scratch, photographing the old picture 
with their better equiptment and charge twenty five dollars for the first one 
and ten dollars for each additional one. I have not done either one, but 

would like to later. I don't know how much longer the originals will be 


good. Some are becoming dim now. 


A professi 
old photographs wi 
will take a negative t 
for ten dollars, or they w 


get some information on Uncle George's family. I 


they came from a different line. 


I am going to try to 
remember visiting them when I was a child, bu 
and Green Bishop are his children or whether 


I shall be happy to send them. Some of 


If you should want extra prints, 
etter from the originals. Let 


the pictures from the office copiers turn out b 
me know if I can be of any help with those... 


ESOS 


Sincerely, ^ 


i1. Mailande 


"4 


0 ۱ Ze 
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. elear picture from office copiers, 
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TORRANCE,CA 90503 


i 
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These notes were compiled in 1987 by Mailande Bishop Schrum. The 
old photographs of the Bishop, Velch, and Harmon families vere given 
to me by Alice Elizabeth Bishop and Willis Feaster Bishop (brother and 
sister). Because they lived near us, I was a frequent visitor in their 
home. Two other factors contributed to my numerous trips to their 
house: the loneliness of an only child and the fact that Auntie made 
the best pound cake in the world. They enjoyed talking abcut relatives 
and the "old days". In good weather we sat on the front porch while 
Uncle played classical music on the guitar between stories, and Auntie 
served pound cake. The rusic, the white-washed tree trunks, the fragrance 
of the Cape Jasmine, the quince bush from which Auntie made jelly, the 
yard cleanly swept with broom sage bundled together, and the taste of 
the pound cake are all fresh in my memory. All of the people are very 
real to me even though many died before I was born. Auntie and Uncle 
were concerned about the preservation of these photographs and their 
being passed on to future generations. I feel that in sharing copies 
with other people, I am carrying out their wishes. I hope that those 
who receive this material will become acquainted or re-acquainted with 


our \kin who have walked before us. 


The Welch notes were given to me by Erlene Welch (Mrs. James Eric 


welch). They were taken from the writings of 4. Jarvis Velch, Toomsuba, 


Mississippi, and Eric Austin Welch, I received the old statements, 


which belonged to Albert 4. Bishop, from Joel and Claire Vagner. 


My husband, Sidney Schrum, was kind enough to photograph the old 
pictures, making it possible to reproduce them. 


Some of the geneaology is repetitious, but ‘it seemed necessary 
in order to make the relationship of each person easily understood. 


Mailande Bishop Schrum 

(Mrs. Sidney Schrum) 

111 Overbrook Drive  . 

Goldsboro, North Carolina’ 27530 

(Daughter of: Albert Harmon 

Bishop and 
Ruby Kinard 
Bishop) 


an‏ تچ 
BISHOP ANCESTRY‏ - 
(According to Willis Feaster Bishop)‏ 


Johm Bishop Sr. emigrated from South Carolina (Edgefield District) and 
settled in Wayne County Mississippi im 1818 A.D. and lived till his death 
in same county. John Bishop, Jr., son of John Sr., was born in South 
Carolina in the year 1799 and emigrated with his parents to Wayne County 
Mississippi and remained there till about the age of about twenty two years. 
At about this time he married a young lady of Tennessee, a Miss Woods. 
After rarrying, he moved to Hinds County Mississippi and remained there 
several years, and from these he removed to Lauderdale County Mississippi, 
and settled about four miles north of Mariom Station, Mississippi, and lived 
there till after the Civil Var of 1860 -'5 between the States, During the 
invasion of General Sherman's Army, they confiscated all his property 
such as horses, mules, and Negros. His first wife having died in 1859, he 
married the second time the following year to the Widow McCrae and then 
roved from the old homestead to the South East part of the County and lived 
till 1867, which year, he and his wife both died. Of the first marriage 
four sons and one daughter were born unto them as follows; John Green Bishop, 
Alien A. Bishopy Willis L. H. Bishop, Albert 4. Bishop, and Harriett (married 
Abraham Butcher and moved to Texas). All the children were born in Hinds 
County Mississippi. Albert 4. Bishop, the youngest son was born in the year 
1832 A.D. The family having removed to Lauderdale County as stated above. 
Albert A. Bishop married Marth W. Welch in the year 1852 and ten children 
were born unto them as follows: Martha Jane, April 2, 1855, Mary Ellen, 
March 14, 1857, Almedia, September 1858, Jon Greenberry, March 1860, 
Alice Elizabeth, June 25, 1862, Mariah Luella, 5 1864, Willis Feaster 
November 29, 1845, George Washington, September 1868, Ella Josephine, 
April 3, 1870. At the beginning of the Civil War of 1860, Albert A, 
volunteered and enlisted the second year in Company å 37 Mississippi 
Infantry and served till the surrender and received from his offieers an hono 


discharge. 


Martha W. Welch was born in Wilcox County Alabama in the year 1832 and 
removed to Lauderdale County Mississippi in the year 1850 in the company with 
her Mother and three brothers and one sister: Pricilla, Bennis, Daniel, and 


Dempsey. 
Marth W. Bishop wife of 4. 4. Bishop died September 15, 1914. 


Albert A. Bishop husband of Martha V. Bishop died March و15‎ 1915 


180 Lauderdale County, Mississippi, Census 


John Bishop: Males 10-15, 25 15-20, 2; l0-50, 1; Females 10-15, 1, 20-30, l. 


THE RISHOPS CF TAUDERDALE, LAUDERDALE COUNTY, MTSSISSIPPI 


1850 Lauderdale County, Mississippi, Census 


John Bishop 52 Pom South Carolina, 1798 Tohn Rishop îs listed in the 
Mary 52 Rorn South Carolina, 1798 1835 Lauderdale County, MisSe, 
Asberry 25 ; tax list. 

"illis R. 2h 

Mary _ 18 Born Tn 1810 John Rishop is listed as 
Albert A. 18 Born | having land in Lauderdale Coun 


Mississippi, valued at $300. 
There were 160 acres of land 


Emily H. Walker 11 Porn] 


1860 Lauderdale County, Mississippi, Census 


Albert A. Rishop 28 Rorn Mississinni (Overseer for John Keeton) 
Martha V. (Welch) 27 Borr Alabama 


Martha J. 5 

Mary Fe 3 

Almeda 

John C. (Green) 6/12 N Children all born in Mississ 
D. Welch ON ' ۰ هر‎ CEN 
Eliz. Welch 25 

Adela J. (felch) 3 : 


Colum"us (Welch) 1 


1870 Lauderdale County, Mississippi,Census 


Albert. A. Rishop 33 Farmer Porn Mississippi 


Martha Y. 38 wife Porn Alahama 

Martha Je (Never married) 

Mary Ee i A11 children born in 

Almeda Mississippi. (Married to Millard "assell) 
John Ge 

Elizabeth# 7 (Never married) 

"llis F. (Feaster) h - (Never married) 

fieorge We 2 " 
Ella 1/12 (Married James Thomas Hobgood) 


1880 Lauderdale County, Mississippi, Census 


Albert A. Bishop 8 Born Miss; Father born S. Ces Mother horn Tenn 


Martha W, 18 Rorn Alabama 
Martha J. 2h — (Called Mat; never married) 
Je Ge 21 
Alice 17 
Fe (Feaster) 15 
George "e 13 
Ella 10 


Alice until the time of her death. cr and Willis Feaster never married. 
They lived together at Marion, Mississippi, until their deaths, They 
reared Joel “aproner, a ۵۵ l H- 


TORRANCE, CA 90503 


۲ ۲ ۷ 


THE FAMILY OF JOHN GREEN RTSHOP, SOU OF ATRERT A. BISHOP (See 1860 census), 
GRANDSON OF JOHN 1119710۲ (See 1۳90 census 


— 


John Ge Bishop (Born Mar. 1, 1860; Died January 27, 1920) 
married 
Mary Warmon (Born August 20, 1870; Died February 11, 1912) 


(Mary Harmon was the daughter of Robert H. Harmon, M. D., born Oct, 30, 18hh; 
died April 30, 1910. Rohert Harmon was married to Pettie Hunter, born 
January 1h, 18523 died December 1, 1905.) 


The children of John Ge Rishop and Mary Harmon Pishop: 


Albert married Ruby Kinard: had one daughter, Mailand, married to Tr. Sidney 
Schrum. They and their children live at Goldsboro, M. Ce 


Eva married Hollie C. “atkins: Children Hollie Co, Doris, and James 


Wallace married Nina Fasterling: Children Mary Frances, Wallace Harmon, 
William Fred. 


Willis Fred married Ethel Snelgrove: Children Mary Ann married Charles Easterling 
Children: Carol Ann Me Robert D, Evans 
Child: Kelly Sinclair (F.) 


Taura Jean 
Bettie Hunter married Charles Duncan 


Children: Charles He 
Joseph Sinclair 


Bettie Hunter. Never married; died without heirs. 


> 


| 


^. BISHOP AND 


١ 51,025 on their 
dding.day in 1852 
arried in 


Mississippi 


ALBURT A. BISHOP AND MARTHA UVELCH ON THEIR 'EDDING 


ALBERT A. BISHOP was the son of John Bishop, Jr. and Mary Woods Bishop. 


He was the grandson of John Bishop, Sr. born in Edgefield 
District, South Carolina 


the daughter of Warren Welch by his second marriage. Both 
parents died when she was nine or ten years old. After that, 
she was reared by her half-brother, Dr. J. P. Welch and wife. 


CHILDREN OF ALBERT A. AND MARTHA “WELCH BISHOP: 


Martha Jane 5 Willis Feaster 1865 
.. Mary Ellen 1857 George Vashington 1868 
Almedia 1858 Ella Josephine 1870 


John Grenberry 1860 
Alice Elizabeth 1862 
Mariah Luella 1864 


Wes 


MARTHA VELCH 


l No... 403. o | Bheriff^ 5 (0 ice, diauderdale County, Miss, | 
0 Page | TT eo ce LL 18/7 
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RS, JACOB PERRY WELCH 
Martha Susan Whitaker) 


In addition to their ten children, 
they reared the half brothers and 
half sisters of Dr. Velch after the 
death of their parents, Their names 
are listod above, 


DR. JACOB PARRY ODC 


MUS. J. P. 
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ric was the husband and third cousin of Bessie Hobgood Velch, 
daughter of Ella Bishop Hobgood end granddaughter of 
Albert A. Bishop and Martha Welch Bishop) 


l| FAKILY HISTORY ACCORDING TO ERIG AUSTIN WELCH IN MARCH 1977 
E 


This saga concerns the history of part of that part of the Velch clan 
as related by kin of this writer. 


My name is Eric Austin Welch. I was born in Newton county, Mississippi 
April 4, 1893. 


That part of the Velch clan as were related to this writer originated in 
Richmond, Virginia, having emigrated from Vales prior to the Revolutionary 
War, in the person of Jacob Welch. When and where Jacob Welch was married and 
to whom is not known. He had a son born in Virginia. His name was Dempsey 
Velch. 


Some way not known to this writer, Jacob Velch amassed quite a fortune, 
When, in the South, cotton became King, Jacob Welch sold his business in 
Virginia and with his family moved to Burke County Georgia. There he bought 
a large tract of land and some slaves. Subsequently engaging in the 
cultivation of cotton, Dempsey Welch died in Burke County Georgia and his 
son Warren Velch became head of the vast plantation.  Varren Velch then sold the 
holding in Burke County Georgia and moved to Wilcox county Alabama. He 
acquired a large tract of land on the Alabama River. He owned about one 
hundred slaves. He raised cotton and shipped it by flat boat on the Alabama 
River to Mobile, Alabama.  Varren Velch had been married to a fine lady back 
in Burke county Georgia. They had one son, Jacob Perry Welch. 


The mother of Jacob Perry Welch died in Burke county Georgia. Then Varren 
married another lady and brought her to Wilcox county Alabama where the 
second family was born. 


Dennis Welch was the oldest son. He was the grandfather of this writer. 
Then there followed Dempsey, Daniel, MARTHA, and Priscilla. 


Warren Welch died in Wilcox county Alabama when my grandfather Dennis was 
fourteen. 


The oldest son of Warren Welch by his first wife had become a medical 
doctor. After the death of Warren Welch, Dr. Jacob Perry Welch quit his 
medical practice and took charge of the Welch plantation and slaves. My 
grandmother was not capable of managigg the estate. Dr, Welch was not as 
good at business as he was at medicine, but he was a truly fine man. When 
he moved from Wilcox county Alabama to Lauderdal county Mississippi, he 
brought along the entire Velch family including his stepmother, (She was 
my great grandmother), his half brother Dennis Velch (my grandfather), half 
brothers Dempsey and Daniel, and half sisters MARTHA and Priscilla. In the 
meantime, Dr. Welch had married a fine lady back in Georgia. She was a 
gracious lady of the old south. She and Dr. Welch built an ante-bellua style 
house near Keewanee. ("Old Town", four miles south of Keewanee) in Lauderdale. 
county on their 3,000 acre plantation which comprised over fifty slaves. My 
grandfather helped manage the plantation, We are not proud of being a part 
of the slave system and mention of it here as information. Dr. Welch and 
ais wife lived the elegant life of the Southern planter of the old South. 

His stepmother, half brother and half sisters were also provided for and 


lived well. 


5 


Vhen my grandfather Dennis Velch became of age, he vas made overseer of 
the Dr. Velch plantation and slaves. This is a regretable episode in the Velch 
history as far as this writer is concerned and is mentioned here as information 


ot as a matter of pride. 


The half brothers and half sisters of Dr. Welch grew up on the Welch 
plantation in Lauderdale county Mississippi. Dennis, my grandfather, married 
Rebecca Culpepper of Lauderdale county. Dempsey married a Lauderdale county 
woman whose first name was Telithia, family name unknown, Daniel never 
married. He had a physical handicap, being a club footed, Because of his 
physical condition, he was educated for a school teacher. He taught school 
in Newton county Mississippi for many years. Priscilla married Druary 
Yarbrough of Lauderdale county, and MARTHA MARRIED ALBERT A, BISHOP of Hinds 
county Mississippi. Dr. Welch and his wife raised up a mighty fine family 
of men and women in Lauderdale county Mississippi. I am unfamiliar with 
their names because after the Civil War the Welch clan split up. This was 


caused by economic reasons. 


This was during horse and buggy days and the 'elchs and distance kept 
them out of contact with each other, especially the younger generations. When 
the Civil Var broke out, my grandfather was married and was the father of two 
children. He joined the Confederate Army and was in service three years and nine 
nonths. He was in the battle of Shilo and in the seige of Vicksburg. He was 
made prisoner when Vicksburg fell and spent nine months in the Federal prison in. 
Rock Island, Illinois. After the war was over, he walked two thirds of the 
way from Illinois to his home in Lauderdale county Mississippi. When Dennis 
Welch arrived home from the war, he was sick, ragged, and hungry. He found 
his wife and children in the same condition. Federal troops under Col. 
“rierson had carried away everything of value of the Welch plantation - food, 
„rain, livestock, cattle, and all the slaves. The land had grown up in 
weeds, the cabins were abandoned, and there was desolation everywhere. The 
time was in the fall of the year, too late to plant crops. There were a few 
stray cows and a few mules that had been inadvertedly left behind by the 
Federals. Dennis and his family somehow survived the winter and regained 
sone of their health and strength. With the help of a few straggling ex- 
slaves, they planted a crop in the spring. Cotton was sixty cents a pound 
when i£ was gathered in the fall. This good fortune gave Dennis a stake 
which enabled him to strike out on his own, which he later did. Then he 
subsequently lived in Lauderdal county for a number of years. 


About the year 1870, the production of cotton caught up with the demand 
and the price of cotton on the Liverpool market declined to the pre-war level 
of eight cents a pound. For some reason not known, Dennis dedided to move 
away from Lauderdale county. He selected and bought a pisce of land about 
half was between Newton and Hickory in Newton county Mississippi. The 
community was called Popular Springs. The area had been settled by people 
from western Alabama and was good cotton growing land. Dennis and Rebecca 
welch and family left Lauderdal county by wagon train bound for Newton county. 
The party consisted also of Dempsey and his wife Tilitha, Daniel, Pricilla 
and husband, Nancy the sister of Rebecca and her husband Micheal Harris. 
MARTHA HAD MARRIED ALBERT A. BISHOP AND REMAINED BEHIND IN THE TOWN OF 


MARION, MISSISSIPPI LAUDERDALE. COUNTY. 


و 


Vhen my father James Dennis was eighteen, he was the victim of an accident. 


“hile cuttin timber, a tree knocked his down and fell across his chest, 
causing his lungs to collapse. He never did have good health from that time on. 
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He was 6۲2۵۲۲ and slim - long legs. He could plow a mule down anyday, but 
he hated farming with a passion, and soon left the farm to engage in the 
trade of sawmilling. He became very good, but we moved from place to place 
following the saw mill trail. My mother was not too happy about that. 

When Names Dennis Welch was thirty three, we moved to the last saw mill. 
The place was in Neshoba county Mississippi. The mill was located by the 
side óf the newly built railroad track, by the side of a little creek 
called Kentarky Creek. The town doctor's son who was about the same age as 
myself used to fish in Kentarky Creek for red bellies. I remember this boy 
very well. He had a million dollar smile and a gold front tooth. We had lots 
of fun. I went back there fifty years later. The boy with the gold front 
tooth was gone. Where? The creek was a mere trickle over shiney pebbles 
and not one red bellie was to be seen. The lot in the little town upon 
which stood the house in which my father died in 1906 was vacant and the 
house had long since passed from view, 


As the day came to a close, I looked into the sunset, The shadows became 
long and ghostly. I sawa little boy swinging on a gate with rusty hinges. - 
I heard the voice of a whipporwill singing: Margurite, Margurite. I said 


goodbye. 


The following paragraph was omitted: 
My father was James Dennis Welch. My Mother was Minnie Zelma Windham 


welch. My father was born in Lauderdale county, Mississippi. My mother was 
born in Newton county, Mississippi. This writer had four brothers: 

Dewitt. Talmage Welch died at age eleven. 

Eldon Hardy Welch died at age thirty six. 

Emmett Lawrence Welch died at age sixty seven. 

Vernon Mobley Welch is still living as of this date March 1977. 

My bréthers Dwitt and Eldon are burried in the Popular Springs church cemetary 
in Newton county, Mississippi. Emmett is burried in the Whispering Pines 
cemetary in Los Angles, California (worked for one of the movie studios) 

My father died at age thirty three. My mother died at age sixty four. Both 
are buried in the Popular Springs church cemetary in Newton county, Mississippi. 
My grandfather was Dennis Welch, born in Wilcox County Alabama in 1827, died - 
in 1908 in Newton county, Mississippi, buried same as above. 
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SEE FOLLOWING PAGE 


TO READ 
m Two. Years Ago Mr. Albert Bish “amd MISS) chis should read fifty 
l uem years ago rather than 


fifty two. They were 


Were Made Man and Wife 
„Marina Welch [ew ی‎ Ne married in 1852 and this 
article was in the July 28 


y ihe f j ate Judge anca | E Br : 1 0 1902 edition 


TODAY AT. “MARION THEY CELE: 1 
"BRATED THE EVENT IN PRES 
ENCE. OF FRIENDS © 


HE: OLD CERTIFICATE CERTIFY: 


SIG sented their t 
زامن‎ spectacles each’. 

Todays celebration cause at stir 
Marion and. throngs: uni 
tulations to, the 

for. continued 


volumes 
le.of muss 


THR VENIMG STAR July ?8, 1902 


The Article Entitled 
GOLDEN AMNNIVE GARY OF MAPION COUPLE 


FIETZ TO YEARS AGO ER. AL^SRT BISHOP AND KISS MARTIHA WELCH. WERE 


LADE VAN AND TIPE BY TE LATE JUDGE HANCOC 
Reacs As Follovst 


TODAY AT MARTON TULY CRIUBVATSD THE VENIT IN TIM PRESENCE OF FRIENDS 


THE OLD CERTIFICATE CEUTIFYING TO THIR MARP TAGE FOUND IN ?ECOT'DS 


COL. CAMERON AND CAPT. B.V. UHITE "ERE BOTH PPESENT AT THE THEN FAISHONABLE 


VEDDING 


Mr. V. D. Cameron left town this morning to attend a very interesting 
ceremony at Marion, where Mr, and Mrs. Albert à. Bishop today celebrate 


their golden wedding. 


Fifty-two years ago Mr. Albett A. Bishop was married to Miss Marth M, 
Welch, at Alamucha, by the late Judge “illiam M. Hancock, at that time a 
justice of the peace, and who 5 also circuit judge for a considerable 
period. The wadding took place on the 27th day of July and it is curious 
to note the old faishoned form in which the records at the courthouse tell 


of the event. 


In place of the gorgeously bound, lithographed and printed volumes which 
now hand down the tale of nuptials lawfully celebrated, a manuscript of 
very ordinary appearance was used, and it was no sign of anything more 


Parker, 


elaborate than the penmanship of the then clerk of court. 


Pages and pages there are in the handwriting of Benjamin F. 


clerk of the court at that time, and the books are dusty with age and in 


some cases getting almost illegible. 


The witnesses to the marriage were Mr. V. D. Cameron, the present clerk 
of the circuit court and Capt. B. V. White, chancery clerk, their signatures 
appearing on the record beside that of Judge Hancock. If it were left to 
Mr. Cameron to swear that his signature was his, it is probable that he 
would not be able to do so although he does not doubt the word of Mrs. 
Bishop that he was present at her wedding and was a witness to the contract... - 


As a matter of fact Mr. Cameron does not remember the happy event which’: 


took place when he had arrived at the mature age of six years, Nevertheless. '*. 
he is overjoyed to be at the Golden Wedding celebration and has had an. 
illuminated certified copy of the marriage register prepared for presentation 


r 


Ab 


document, 
a marriage 
garlands 


with a pai 


united in 
and 


to the venerable couple. 


The seal of the court appears in red and gold on the vellum 
which is surmounted by engravings of two lovely cherubs swinging 
bell in their chubby hands, and fringed with beautifully wrought 
of roses and other flowers interwoven with silver ribbon. 


Mr. Cameron and Capt White also presented their old friends 
of gold spectacles each. 


Today's celebration caused great stir in Marion and throngs 
congratulations to the aged couple and wishes for continued life 


happiness. 


THE ARTICLE TO THE LEFT READS: 


From an old copy of the Meridian Press, 
of July 27, 1902, this department is 
privileged to quote several paragraphs from 
an account describing the golden wedding 
celebration of Mr. and Mrs, Albert 4. Bishop, 
held at their home three miles north of 


Marion. 


Three of their ten children are still 
living, being V. F. Bishop, Miss Alice 
Bishop, and Mrs. Ella Hobgood, all of Marion. 
Later, we will review the 1902 paper, 
selecting interesting items, but right now 
here are references from the Bishop Golden 


vedding item: 


"True, old-fashioned country hospitality 
was dispensed most lavishly. Among those 
present were Hon. V. D. Cameron and Hon. 

B. V. White, Meridian; James Hobgood and 
family, Frank Brown and family, J. G. Bishop 
and family, M. D. Hasselle and family, ۱ 
George ¥. Bishop and family, Mr. and mrs. 
Charles Hobgood, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Sam 
Wagoner, Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Harmon, 

Miss Annie Hunter, Mt. Pleasant, Tenn., and 
Mrs. M. B. Harmon of Wynot. 


y the | 
that 
was 
«man 
otton, + 
'on. 

` 
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No description could possibly do justice to the magnificent feast to 
which the guests were. conducted at noon. There were musical selections on the 
piano, violin, mandolin, and guitar. Mr. Cameron presented Mr. and Mrs. 
Bishop with a beautifully embossed marriage certificate. The couple were 
married at Alanucha, Miss., by Judge Hancock, July 27, 1852." 


The Meridian Evening Star, date of October 29, 1910, carried a reference 
to Mr. Bishop as probably the oldest active farmer in Lauderdale county. 
In that year, Mr. Bishop had reached the age of 87, and was in fine health, 
with the strength and vigor of a man a quarter of a century younger. He 
was doing his own work in the field, producing crops of corn, cotton, 


potatos, peas, and sugar cane. 


"The prosperity of Lauderdale county is built on such men as Mr. Bishop." 
the article concluded. i 


HE ABOVE ARTICLE APPEARED IN THE MERIDIAN STAR SOMETIME DURING THE 1940s 
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Ellen Bishop 21 
and daughter of Albert 4j 
| Welch Bishop 


۲۲ ELLEN BISHOP WAGNER 
(Mollie) 


= 
U 


BORN March 14, 1857 
DIED November 4, 1895 


MARRIED Samuel Houston Wagner 


CHILD EN: Lillian Vagner - no children 
„Seth Wagner - daughter, Dorothy Lillian Vagner Chandler 


o 
DAUGHTER of Albert A, and Martha Welch Bishop 
GRAND DAUGHTER of John and Mary Woods Bishop 
GREAT GRAND DAUGHTER of John Bishop who roved to Fississippi in 1818 
from Edgefield District, South Carolina 
JOEL VAGNER,SR. was Sam Wagner's son by his second marriage. Alice and 
Feaster Bishop reared Joel Franklin Vagner, Sr. after 
the death of Sam and Mary Ezzell Wagner. 


Address of Dorothy Lillian Wagner Chandler: 
i Mrs. Hendrix Chandler 
TN 1451 Mitchell Avenue 
Tallahassee, Florida 3 
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of Albert å. anê Martha 
“elech Bishop 
Samuel Houston YV 
Lillian vagner 
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(OLLIE) 


Seth Vagner 
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ALICE ELIZA ELLA JOSEPHINE.BISHOP 


ILLIS FEAZTER BISHOP 


JOHN GEEZNB 


CHILDEKEN of Albert A. and 
Martha Welch Bishop 
Their grandparents were 
John and Mary Woods 
Bishop, Warren Welch 
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ALICE ELIZABETH BISHOP ELLA BISHOP 
JOHN GREENBERIY BISHOP WILLIS FEASTER BISHOP 


They are children of Albert 4. and Martha Velch Bishop 
Grand children of Mary and John Bishop,Jr.(born in 
South Carolina in 1799) . 
Great-grand children of John Bishop, Sr. who lived în ! 
Edgefield District, South Carolina and moved to Mississippi 


in 1818. | yY 


Their grandfather on their mother's side: Warren Welch, Se. 
ereat-grandfather: . Jacob. velch 
great-great-grandfather: Dempsey Welch 


great-great-great grandfather: Jacob Welch, born in Wales in 166 


eo: 


E BISHOP 
HN GREZNSZP BISHOP 


Albert 
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j 
ACRES 


FEASTER AND BUD 


VILLIS FEASTER BISHOP 1865 - 1949 
JOHN GREENBERRY BISHOP 1860-1920 


Sons of Albert A. and Martha Welch Bishop 


Grandsons of John and Mary Woods Bishop 


oon 


LICE ELIZABETH BISHOP 


o FSASTER BISHOP 


heir parents were Albert A. and 
Martha Welch Bishop 


ALICE ELIZABETH BISHOP 


DAUGHTER of Albert A, and 
Martha Velch Bishop 


NEVER MARRIED - Lived in 
Marion, Mississip 


FASTER BISHOP 
1865-1949 


Marion, Mississippi 


SON of Albert 4. and Martha 
welch Bishop 


NZV.R MARKIE 


i‏ هه نزن 


LICE ELIZABETH BISHOP 


BORN June 25, 1862 


DAUGHTER OF Albert 4. and Marth Welch Bishop 

GRAND DAUGHTER of John and Mary Woods Bishop 

GREAT GRAND DAUGHTER of John Bishop who moved from Zdgefield District, 
South Carolina to "ayne county Mississippi in 1818 


NEVER MARRIED - lived with her brother Willis Feaster Bishop 


36 
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BORN November 29, 1865 
DIED January 17, 1949 


t> 


SON of Albert 4. and Martha elch Bishop 

GRANDSON of John and Mary 0065 Bishop 

GREAT GRANDSON of John Bishop who moved to 1415515515531 from Edgefield 
District in 1818. 

OCCUPATION: Farmed and kept books for Villiam Atkinson 

ACTIVE in Marion Masonic Lodge. The following is taken from an article 


in the Meridian Star in 1947: 
"The Marion Lodge is the oldest lodge in Lauderdale county, 
having been organized in the year 1844., v. F. BISHOP, 
secretary of the “srion lodge, has served in this capacity 
since 1909. He has been a Mason since 1888, or 59 years, 


and is one of the oldest living hasons in the state in point 
of membership. 
2 


The grand secret 
secretaries of a local lodge in the state, besides being one 
of the best penman in the state, and one of the few who still 
use the old florishing Spencerian type of penmanship with 
shaped letters. 
NEVER MARRIED š as engaged, rut ner parents prevented her from leaving 
home. 


ary states that MR, BISHOP is one of the best 


pe e 


Daughter of Albert A. and 
Martha Welch Bishop 


Picture taken in the 1940s 
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ELLA BISHOP HOBGOOD 

Youngest daughter of Albert ^. and Martha Velch Bishop 
JAMES THOMAS HOBGOOD 
STRODE HORGOOCD 


The story of their elopement was told to me as follows: 

then the Bishop family buggy pulled into the church yard one Sunday 
morning, Mr. Jim Hobgood pulled up beside them in his buggy. He said, 
"Miss Ella would you care to go for a ride?" 

She moved into his buggy and they rode away. Her sister, Alice Elizabeth, 
pulled up her long dress and started running after them as fast as she coul 
shouting, "Ella, Ella, come back." Ella waved to them and said, "Good-bye 
Alice." 

The next morning, her brothers mounted their horses with their guns and 
rode to Hr. Jim's house. Ella came out and said, "Boys, I have married Xr. 
Hobgood. You can put your guns avay and go on back hone, This is my home 
now and I intend to stay here." Mr. Jim came out and told them to shoot if 
they wanted to. They put their guns away and left, When Aunt Ella dressed 
on Sunday morning, she put on as many clothes as was possible. She was | 
nineteen and he was thirty nine. He had five children by a previous marri& 
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JOHN GREENBERRY BISHOP 1860-1920 | 
l arion, kississippi 

SON of Albert 4, and Martha Welch 
Bishop Er. 
May Harmon i i 


Albert Harmon, Robert j 


9 
2 


fne. 2 Rapier, ۰ (Front Sireet, * 
Phofonzaphen, i ١ ; 


JOHN GREENBERRY BISHOP 


BORN March 1, 1960; DIED January 27, 1920 
SON of Albert 4. and Martha Welch Bishop 
GRANDSON of John and Mary Woods Bishop 
GREAT&GRANDSON of John Bishop, Sr. from Edgefield county, South Carolina 
MARRIED Mag Eva Harmon December 10, 1890. She was the daughter of Dr. 
Robert Hunter Harmon and Betty Hunter Harmon. She died February 7, 1914| 
OCCUPATION: Farmer and Carpenter. He did interior finish work, such as 
carvings on staircases. He worked in many of the fine old 
homes in Meridian, Mississippi 
CHILDEEN of John Greenberry and Mae Harmon Bishop: 
Albert Harmon October 13, 1891 - February 4, 1957 
Bobert Jennings December 2, 1893 - October 8, 1894 
Bva Hunter April 30, 1896 - July 12, 1940 
william Wallace October 3, 1899 
Willis Fred June 18, 1903 - July 17, 1945 
Betty January 18, 1906 - April 27, 1928 


Peine | 


CIS HR 
BY" dedicated: ۷ 
antheris well their note 'of::praise 
within..the classic’ walls; and :the. real 


1 


‘work: of the: church هط‎ A „great 
design, well-executed Math. con- 
gregatíon of this nob]é,edifice:rise to 


their. great responsibilities *and-may 
the city feel justiy'proud at the great- 
est clas ic building in the south." 
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DISPOSING OF PROPERTY. 


7. 


0 for Tax Raise.. 

Purvis, Miss., Dec. 16.—Ben L. Fos- 
ter of Hattiesburg, agent for the Blod- 
sett Land Company, was at the sher- 
ii's office. this week checking up and ' 
paying taxes for his company. The 


Blodgett people are fast disposing of if 


their timber holdings in this county | 


on account of the high taxes which | 


they are having to pay. The tax for- 
merly paid by this syndicate to this 
county was upwards of $22,000 a year, 
when the timber lands were assessed 
at from $10 to $20 an acre. Bui now 
since selling off several large tracts 
of their timber, with assessments of 
$34 an acre, this company is paying 
$15,000 taxes to Lamar county. 0 
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MUNICIPAL CHRISTMAS TREE ` 
IDEA SPREADS OVER COUNTF 


New York, Dec. 16.—The mur 
Christmas tree for ۲ 
Yorkers has been set up i 
Square. The idea of a t 
Christmas tree in - 
tried for ۳ 


ic chui 


| 


| met 


le 


north and the;south, reflecting at o-. 2 
a thousand and one:thoughte it calis. 


these 


í lin: form. jd 
Tel is ne&ded “by. tHE divin: who min- 

1 he classic walls. Its very 
} : نطق‎ 018 | xiliforth-eyen from the 
average läyman. the- highest aestheti- 
۲ cal imaginations: £ Unrivalled in syme- 
„try, a .splendíd: harmony in the unity 
ofits’ Varietysrit is built of the high- 
est representstive materials of. tne 


the idealisticfand practical mind of 


the arciitect/who conceived it, What 


-breseyre RIAN: CHURCH. BUILD: 
JU SON _| whence came these. 
۲ ING WILL BE ONE OF HANDSOM: roofs, these lofty windows, 
iX EST IN SOUTH, ACCORDING TO carved. door xiays; what mean these 
idv Ea e eee ' crostes,. and who originated thesă 
„. MAN WHO HAS SEEN n mel ERS towers, capped by  equisite 


of the Goths, 


forth. The 
battlemented 


i “history 


e BUILDINGS THROUGHOUT THE pointing the«way heavenword, Sym- 
ane bolic of all that is christian? 
2 COUNTRY. “The new Masonic cathedral, the 
i : numerous modern buildings through- 

out the state; along with this church, 
sre their own proof that we have 
located here on the greatest archi- 
tects of the south, P. J. Krouse. 
-“The superstructure of tho building 
was erected by the Daly Contracting 
Company whien is now located here 
permanently. The. president of this 
company is Miss Ida Daly, one of the 
few lady contractors of the ccuntry. 

“The great roof now vel under way 
defied the minds and skill of several 
experts from eastern states, who 
were baffled by its design and it re- 
mained for a local farmer, Mr. Bishop, 
to carry out the  esign completely 
to the architect's orders. 

“In a short time only will be the 


The new building. for. the First 
‘Presbyterian church’ is, rapidly. ap- 
'proaching completion and will be 
finished within about six weeks. 
Speaking of this building, Wm. Neill 
of this city, expert carver on the 
tower, expresses his delight With the 
structure of the same, as shown by 
:he following interview furnished The 
Dispatch: 

“Meridian may feel justly proud of 
possessing the most classic ‘building 
in the south. Every detail of the 
church building, which is strictly 
Gothic in style is, the highest form 
of ecclesiastical a}chitecture, whilst 
its general form, itis 80 symetrical as 
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B Le le olm m‏ “ا متهي مس صف ف مع كو وراص ماع وي 
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[MAY HAPMON BISHOP | 1070-1 
8 HRJ IBIRRY BISHOP’ 1860-1920 
MARRIED DECEMBER 10, 1890 


Way Har: cn vas the daughter of pr, 


Robert Hunter and Betty Hunter 
Harmon 


NER 


ALBERT HARECN BISHOP 1891-1957 
Marion, Mississippi 

GRANDSON of Albert A, and Martha Welch 
Bishop 

SON of John Greenberry and May Harmon 
Bishop 

MARRIED Ruby Kinard 

ONE CHILD: Mailande Bishop Schrum 


ALBERT HARMON BISHOP 


SON of John Greenberry and May Harmon Bishop 
GRANDSON of Albert A. and Martha Welch Bishop 
GREAT-CRANDSON of John and Mary Woods Bishop 


GREAT-GREAT GRANDSON of John Bishop of Edgefield District, South Carolina 
OCCUPATION: Farmed and worked for the Railroad while health permitted. 
MARRIED: Ruby Kinard, daughter of Ed Martin Kinard and Maggie Speed Kinard 


JNE CHILD: Mailande Bishop Schrum (Mrs. Sidney Schrum, 111 Overbrook 
Goldsboro, N.C. 27530 


SERVED in Army in Vorld Var I 


ACTIVE in Marion Methodist Church 


U^ 


DN 


STRODE HOBGOOD - never married 


CHILDREN of Jim and Ella Bishop Hobgoo 
GRAND CHILDREN of Albert A. and Martha 
Velch Bishop 


DE HOBGOOD 
; HOBGCOD (./ELCH) 


is 


CHILDREN of Jim and Ella Bishop Hobgood 

GRANDCHILDREN of Albert A. and Martha Welch Bishop 

GREAT GRANDCHILDREN of John and Mary Woods Bishop 

GREAT = CREAT GRANDCHILDEEN of John Bishop who left Edgefield District, South 
Carolina in 1818 and settled in Mississippi 


STRODE lived in “arion, Mississippi; never married 


BESSIE married Zric Austin Welch 
Children of Bessie and Eric Welch: 
James Eric Welch - married Erlene Harvister; R. F.D.#8 Meridian, Miss. 


Children of James Eric and krlene weleh: 


Cecil Welcn 


MRA TE لوصو عه يمسا‎ n-a a 


rm‏ وس سروه 


بسح[ 


LILI, 'AGNER 


DAUGETER of Mary Ellen 
Bishop Vagner and 
Sam Vagner 

GRAND DAUGHTE 


LILLIAN WAGNER 


BORN: June 25, 1875; died January 21, 1931 


GRANDDAUGHTER of Albert A. and Marth Welch Bishop 


DAUGHTER of Mary Ellen Bishop who married Samuel Houston Vagner. 


They had a son named Seth vagner. His daughter Dorothy 
Lillian Chandler lives: Mrs, Hendrix Chanâler 
1451 Mitchell Avenue 


Tallahassee, Florid 0 
when Mary Ellen died, Sam married Mary EXzell. E. 3 


“son was Joel Franklin Wagner, Sr. 


Li 


After the death of Sam and Mary Wagner, Amt Alice and 
Uncle Feaster Bishop reared Joel Franklin Vagner, Sr. 


Lillian married Calhoun Kynerd in 1922, after the death 


of his first wife. This is listed on 6 83 of "Footsteps 
of Jacob Kynerd" by Dan Kinard. 
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